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'Man of Steel': Dylan Martinson of Westsyde Secondary School uses a special saw to cut a 
thick piece of steel, to be used in a metalwork project. WSS students have many options if they 
wish to study trades and technology. Dylan is in teacher Bryn Leary's class. The editor paid a 
visit to several traditional shop courses at Westsyde. This medium-sized secondary school 
offers numerous courses that prepare students for trades and technology. Photos pages 4 to 6.  
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BBBIIIGGGSSSccciiieeennnccceee   
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

New Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore (NEW!)  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   

Home phone  778 472 2014               E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

This Newsletter is received by more than 1,200 readers. 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://web.blscs.org/newsletters> . 

 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults $6     Seniors $4      Youth $3        Family $15. 
Adults – ages 16 to 59          Seniors – ages  60+         Youth – ages 6 to 15 
Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 
Our NEW LOCATION is at 655 Holt Street, in the former Twin Rivers / Happyvale School. 

Saturday Shows and Activities for October/November 
Saturday, November 2:  Exploring Electricity Activities at 11am and at 1:30pm 
Saturday November 9: Astronomy TBO 
Saturday November 16: Light and Colour show 
Saturday November 23: Sticky Water activities 
Saturday November 30: Magnetism show 

Contact Susan Hammond, Assistant Operator for more information: <susan@blscs.org> 
 

The Newsletter Needs a New Editor 
Gordon Gore will be retiring as Editor of BIGScience at the end of November 2013. Assuming the BIG Little Science Centre 
Society wishes to continue having a newsletter, here are some requisite qualifications: 
The Editor must: 

• have a genuine interest in the BIG Little Science Centre. 
• attend the science centre when there are visitors and special events. 
• be capable of writing copy quickly and competently. 
• know how to create a newsletter. 
• be a capable 'people' photographer. 
• know how to create pdf copies and email them to nearly 1000 readers. 
• be prepared to devote several hours a week to the task. 
• do all this voluntarily. 

BIGScience is mailed (Canada Post) to 10 readers including the National Library in Ottawa, and emailed directly to approximately 
1,000 readers. Some groups forward the newsletter to their members. The current editor has been mailing out issues approximately 
twice a month, but once a month would be adequate. If you wish to apply for this volunteer position contact the President of the BIG 
Little Science Centre Society, Dr. Jim Hebden, at <jhebden@shaw.ca> . 
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Annual General Meeting of the BIG Little Science Centre 
Dear Member, 
The Annual General Meeting of the BIG Little Science Centre Society will be held Thursday November 21st, 
2013 at 655 Holt Street, (North Shore) Kamloops, B.C. It is an extremely important event for our members to attend. 
Doors open at 6:30 and “Pizza”, and refreshments will be served. 
 The AGM meeting will follow at 6:45 PM, and will conclude by 7:30 PM. Please RSVP to 250 554 
2572 or email gord@blscs.org if you are attending and advise us of any food allergies. 
 We hope we can count on your to support to attend this meeting our goal is to have 43 members 
present this year! We can do it! Every participating member makes a difference to your science centre. A high 
number of members participating is very important at the AGM to allow us to access more funding and support, 
which in turn allows the Centre to continue to operate and expand its programs. 
 The BIG Little Science Centre (BLSC) is dedicated to developing a passion for science in our 
community. Your support helps us to be leaders in promoting science and technology --- in the community, in 
classrooms and at the centre itself. With your help we will continue to be that “awesome” place so many people 
enjoy.  
 What an amazing year your BIG Little Science Centre has had. With over 20,000 guests in the 2012-2013 
year, we have been busy enjoying a great deal of science fun with a lot of interesting people. We would like to thank 
you for your support and for being part of our success. 
 The science centre moved again! June saw us packing up and moving to 655 Holt Street in the old 
Happyvale School. Within two weeks staff, volunteers and members not only packed up the George Hilliard location; 
they also moved all the materials and reset the lab and hands-on rooms in the new school. When we re-opened July 9th, 
we were set and ready for the wave of summer guests and for the five summer camps that we ran, starting the following 
week. 
 We already have exciting new exhibits and have been running new programs and exciting special events. 
Your support as a member has allowed us to do all of this and more. 
 

On behalf of the BIG Little Science Centre Society 
250-554-2572, gord@blscs.org 
655 Holt Street, Kamloops, BC 

www.blscs.org 
 

You’re invited to… 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre 
volunteer orientation event! 
 
Saturday, November 16th from 9am – 12pm  
 
Please join us for a morning of learning and 
fun! We will introduce new volunteers to the 
Science Centre, and teach current volunteers 
how to present the Light & Colour show. We 
also invite current volunteers to join us as 
mentors for the new recruits.  
 
On November 23rd, we will be teaching the Magnetism show from 9am – 
10:30am.  
 
Please RSVP for the November 16th volunteer orientation & Light and 
Colour show instruction, or the November 23rd Magnetism show 
instruction to Jennie McCaffrey at jennie.e.mccaffrey@gmail.com. 
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Technology at Westsyde Secondary School 
Gordon Gore  

 
From the school's Course Selection Book, one can find numerous applied technology courses that are offered at WSS: 
metal and metal fabrication and machining as well as art metal; woodwork, construction, and automotive technology. 
WSS students can enroll in various computer technology and business courses; theatre production and technical 
production; media arts including photography, computer animation, and audio/visual production; textiles and foods and 
nutrition. Obviously there are many opportunities to get a taste of the various trades and technologies one can pursue upon 
graduation. 

 

 
 

Chloe Smith is working on a teacher's car in the automotive shop. 
 

 
 

Jessie Calverley doesn't mind getting a bit greasy as she works on this vehicle. 
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Instructor Seamus Connolly poses with Grade 11 student Andrew Little as Andrew prepares to work on his project, a 
'fish bonker'. 
 

     
Donavin Leonard created this fascinating wood sculpture: cube within a cube. 

 

     
 

Left: A Candleholder made by Cody Campbell   Right: Graham Kemp with his woodwork project. 
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Left: Dylan Martinson (See cover photograph.)  Right: Instructor Bryn Leary with a student. 

 

 
Dylan Gleave created this beautiful tabletop from pine beetle kill lumber. 

 
Westsyde Secondary School is a medium-sized school, but it is justifiably the pride of its neighbourhood. At WSS young 
people have the opportunity to excel in many fields in addition to the traditional academics: music, drama, art, sports, and 
many trades and technologies. It is always a pleasure to visit WSS. 
 



 7 

CFJC TV Shoots Advertisements for BIG Little Science Centre 
 

 
       Gordon Gore Photo 

 
October 24 2013: CFJC TV sent their creative team of Mo Giroday and Marty Gaylie (on camera) to shoot 
several possible 15-s TV commercials for the BIG Little Science Centre. These short but eye-catching 
'promos' will feature a few of the many interesting demonstrations one can see at the Centre. Presenters were 
Gordon Gore, Gord Stewart and Susan Hammond.  
 

BOOK Promotion Not Going Well 
 
Attempts to sell Science Fun for Home and School and other Gordon Gore hands-on science books through 
the newsletter have failed. People who actually see these books like them, but advertising this way just does not 
work, therefore I shall no longer use newsletter space for promoting them. The books are available at the BIG 
Little Science Centre if anyone wishes to see them.  
 
 All proceeds from the sale of these valuable science books goes to the BIG Little Science Centre. The 
author has spent months updating them, but wishes no compensation for his efforts. He sincerely believes that 
kids learn science best by doing it, literally 'hands-on'. These books provide countless suggestions for science-
related activities that young people can do. 
 
 Single printed copies of the six books on the DVD can be seen in print form at the Centre. It is simply 
too expensive to print them for sale, however, therefore they are available only on DVD.  

 
 The DVD includes these 6 titles: Some of My Favourite Demonstrations, Hands-on Science, 
Electricity, Experimenting with Physical Science (with Teacher's Guide), Middle School Chemistry, and 
Practical Physics. Contents might be useful to teachers, home school groups, science centres or PAC groups. 
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Saturday at the BIG Little Science Centre 
Photos by Gordon Gore 

 
Saturday October 26 was Dinosaur Day at the BIG Little Science Centre. Susan Hammond organized this 
event. There was a hands-on room where youngsters were able to try various dinosaur- and fossil-related 
activities, a fossil-rubbing station and fossil display by Royanna Wild of Kamloops Exploration Group, and 
a dinosaur talk by geoscientist Don Bouffard. The day was well attended, especially by preschoolers and their 
parents. 
 

   
 

Activity in a hands-on dinosaur display room. 
 

    
       

'Fossil rubbing' display was set up by Royanna Wild of KEG, who also displayed numerous fossil samples. 
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Geoscientist Don Bouffard is very enthusiastic about his dinosaur fossils. 
 

   
Robotic dinosaurs and a Halloween toy were enjoyed by visitors Davyn and Jo Jo. 
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How to Make Really BIG Soap Bubbles 
Gordon Gore 

 

 
 

    
 

1. Use the right mix and lots of it in a large plastic pail.  
 Try: 3600 mL water, 300 mL blue Dawn© detergent, 100 mL glycerin to make 4 L of solution.  

To make 8 L double everything.  You might substitute Ivory© dish detergent for Dawn© and corn syrup for 
glycerin. 

 
2. Prepare the mix beforehand. Let it 'stew' for a day before using. 
 
3. Use a commercial bubble maker or make one from two 1-m sticks and some rope, as in the photographs. 
    Let the rope sit and soak in the solution prior to making bubbles. 
 
4. Cool weather, gentle or no breeze if possible. Overcast is OK! 
 
5. Make sure you have a clear path with no human or other obstructions. 
 
6. 'Slow and gentle' works best! 


